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University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences, July 2019.
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at https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/IN/IN97000.pdf.
- Shaw, Wally.  “An Apiary Guide to Swarm Control”, Welsh Beekeepers’ Association.  
Available online at http://www.wbka.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Swarm-Control-
Wally-Shaw.pdf.

3



4



5



There are a number of bee behaviors the swarm prevention and control methods seek to 
take advantage of or otherwise address.

The “Can of Worms” symbol is used to represent ideas that may be open to debate among 
beekeepers, or that could require a length explanation if not accepted at face value as a 
fact.
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- See Bob Binney video on Equalization - https://youtu.be/oAJ928fr_EM
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Diagrams stylized after “A Comparison of Honey Bee Swarm Techniques” by Atlantic Tech 
Transfer Team for Apiculture/Perennia and “An Apiary Guide to Swarm Control” by Wally 
Shaw

Source(s):
- Burlew, Rusty, “Reversing Brood Boxes: When and Why”, HoneyBeeSuite.  Available

online at https://www.honeybeesuite.com/reversing-brood-boxes-when-and-why/.
- Burlew, Rusty, “Reversing Brood Boxes: Is it Necessary?”, HoneyBeeSuite.  Available 

online at https://www.honeybeesuite.com/reversing-brood-boxes-is-it-necessary/.
- Wally Shaw does a good job of explaining when to reverse brood boxes and when not to 

in "An Apiary Guide to Swarm Control" at http://www.wbka.com/wp-
content/uploads/2015/02/Swarm-Control-Wally-Shaw.pdf
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Checkerboarding –

Source(s):
- Wright, Walt, “Swarm Preventative Alternative – Checkerboarding: Results and 
Conclusions”, American Bee Journal, November 1996.  Available online at 
https://beesource.com/point-of-view/walt-wright/swarm-prevention-alternative-
checkerboarding-results-and-conclusions/.
- Burlew, Rusty, “How to Checkerboard a Hive”, HoneyBeeSuite.  Available online at 

https://www.honeybeesuite.com/how-to-checkerboard-a-hive/.
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Sources:

- Novitt, Adam.  “The Taranov Swarm Method”, Massachusetts Beekeepers Association, 
21 June 2014.  Available online at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ETgWMMZr4So.

- Burlew, Rusty.  “How to Prevent Swarming with a Taranov board”, HoneyBeeSuite.  
Available online at https://www.honeybeesuite.com/how-to-prevent-swarming-with-a-
taranov-board/.
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http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/emergencycells.html
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- Patterson, Roger.  “Emergency Queen Cells: Are They as Bad as They are Made Out to 
Be?”, Dave Cushman’s Beekeeping Website.  Available online at http://www.dave-
cushman.net/bee/emergencycells.html.
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- Seeley, Thomas D.; Morse, Roger A.; and Nowogrodzki, Richard, “Bait Hives for Honey 
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October 1989.  Available online at 
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- Brother Adam, “Beekeeping at Buckfast Abbey”, 4th edition, Northern Bee Books, 1987.
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